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Son of ah I have ſt i a . Ezck. 33. 7. 


Go, ſtand and ſpeak in the temple to the people, all 155 


words of this life. | Acts 5.2 

All. {ſcripture is given by inſpiration, andi is erg 
that the man of God may be perfect. 2 Tim. 3. 16. 

To the law and to the teſtimony * if they ſheak not accor- 
ding to this word, it is becauſe there is no light in them. 


Ila. 8. 20s 


8 . * > 1 


" —— 1 
— 
* 


NE W HAVEN: 


printed by TrHomas and SAMUEL 9 $ i177 


5 £ . R 1 , . i > - _ 
my ; L : ; A 1 8 8 4 3 4 
% 1 ny G a ji Wa 75 $845 ** 18 SAS 9 "Fa. « 5 7 
pr, * . * - ad * ; - I * . 
2 —_ | « „ * . L ' N 2 5 , 
PEP a 4 s 4 * * — 4 - * Tx 227 — 1 — en : * — 2 1 nn W A UGG 9 - . - FRIES — N . 
— d, 7 : 1 4 y 1 - ö * 1 2 W > my = a % - * 2 2 4 a ' - * „ r a C , 
- c n — n "= G Te p99 * + % _ 9 — TR — . ; w1 mY rage 2 o 8 3 1 N Cer het” att ED, * 3 LA SAILS ES. 2 0. r . — 
2 — A . , , whe , * EV" ' 8 A n r 5 2 wo £ „ See mu, ö — — _ . n — 27 ag Le on do Woo „ 4 — 7 "> wo - =. - Cn— SS — 2 . 
er wn R . VSV oe n «bv 3 a 8 © * aft Les . Bn , A . ̃ —— ̃ Monogr — — DS 2 
7! acts; 3 — 3 bus of Sep 259 8 8 SOS —_— * 7 2 * 7 * LY F CEL 2 . < * * : 8 e r 2 * * — <8, 4. <P - e Vs. ADR 4 „ „ 7 8 8 
2 N A - F yo Serre n * EE * N n a - . 1 Sw SAE eh ie IS a oe en i nnd in, w — Leg on = - 
— . Prong , W 1 — 3 3 8 l Wo 8 SEXY a as 4 U "WF. - 8 8 1 
1 "+ 4 * % 4 hs WH = * * * nd. 2 — e * x 5 af» 22 1 * = 0 ©. 2. S PR wr en. ho —V— 


l 
6 — * * 


> — 
—— — 


E 
* | ol 3 — 3 s — 
— Gow = — _ 
. * — 
— ms 
. 8 


4 * 3 


— 4 J 


MALACHI Il, 7. 


Fox THE PRIESTS LIPS SHOULD KEEP KNOWLEDOE, 
AND THEY SHOULD SEEK THE LAW AT HIS MOUTH * 
FOR HE IS THE MESSENGER OF THE LORD or 


 HosTs. © 


creature in its original ſtate, ſtation and relation of 
being, had a glory and perfection; as the whole was 


the contrivance of Him whoſe wiſdom is infinite, his 


ways perfect, and his arm almighty. 


Moral beings were formed with moral beauties and 5 
excellencies, and the nearer they were to the Divine 
Majeſty, the more glorious were their natures and ex- 


kellcndei e. 5 


0 


Thoſe that were the : inhabitants of the colt? 
| world, were made pure and perfect ſpirits : Mighty in 


power, great in knowledge, and ſwift like the flaſh- 
1 lightening to perform their miniſtrations from the 

And in this lower world, the divine Majeſty ſaw fit 
to form a glorious being, in a gradation but a little low- 
er than the angelic world. Infinite wiſdom and good- 
nels forming an animal ſyſtem, moſt curious and won- 
derful, of the duſt of the earth, animating it with an 


O 


ANO RDINATION SERMON, 


N the original conſtitution of the world, there was 
a perfection and glory in every part ;---and every 
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heaven · born principle, after the image of the great 

Creator; and thus allied earth to heaven, owned him 

as his ſon, and without a mediator or an embaſſa- 

gor, the all-preſent Being was pleaſed to hold near and 

intimate converſe with him; as he delighted in the 
mn rained HIAETSED works 
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Works of his own hands, and the image of himſelf in 
: the finiſhing ſtroke of this lower world. 


unelouded {miles of the glorious Author of all things, 
: celeſtial ſpirits rebelled againſt their Maker, who look- 
ing on this happy world in innocency, envy'd the hap- 
py pair their glory and happineſs. 


2 and malice, enters paradiſe, covering his curſed 


attempts to fly, and hide his guilty head from the all 


feeing eye, and is utterly unmeet for near and intimate 
communion with him, wha; is of purer eyes than to 


: guilty man, as he was led aſtray by ſedition, the Goy 


ab. ve, vc, 


An Ora Sermon. 


In this eſtate the univerſe was happy, enjoying the 


But divine revelation ſhews us, that ſome of the 


The head therefore, of that rebellion, with all ſub- 


elign, enſnares and tempts the happy pair, to tranſ: 
—_ the ſacred law of heaven, and run the riſk of 


death. But oh the fatal conſequence that attended 
He found Gop's threatning true his ſentence irrevo- 
cable, himſelf and all his poſterity involved 1n ruin; 


and this whole ſyſtem that was put under him, ſub. 
Jett to vanity, || 
Man fell under the core; ad condemnation of the 


- holy law : no longer delighted with thoſe happy in- 
terviews of his Maker, which in innocence, were the 


Paradiſe of paradiſe ſelf, 


Now at the ſound of his 1 "che fooliſn 6b 


behold inquity, and with whom evil ſhall not dwell. 
But notwit ſtanding the ſin and unworthineſs of 


of boundleis love and goodneſs, was pleaſed to hay. 
thoughts of mercy towards him, whilſt for the comp! 
cated * a and malice of ſatan in ſeducing man, 
ne curſes him above all; + binds him in chains of e. 


verlaſting darkneſs to the great day of retribution 


whilſt heaven in infinite compaſſion and wiſdom devils 
4 Way, by which the glory of God, the bonour of his la 
end wry of bis divine perfefions might be illuſtratei 
latan defeated and man ſaved : even by the gift of his on 
1 5 begotten, to ranſom a ruined world. 

＋ his counſel and device of infinite love and Brac 


Gol 
.. Rem. 8. 20, 22. 
| Gen. 3, l 4. Becauſe thoy haſt done an, thou 4 art cuil 


4 


and he ſhould bruiſe his heel. 
inſtituting ſacrifices, in a figure ſhews them the Lamb 
lain from the foundation of the world, to take away ſin. 


glorious news of ſalvation by 


An Ordination . 


Gop at firſt. in ſome meaſure opens and diſcovers to 
our firſt parents; aſſuring them there ſhould be a 


ſeed of the woman that ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head, 
And by immediately 


And atter, by the Spirit of his Son at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners by prophets, opens to view the 
the glorious Emmanuel. 
And having publiſhed his infinitely gracious deſign, 


he calls and ſends ambaſſadors, not of : angels, but of 
men : to ſearch the divine oracles, and to publiſh to 
their fellow mortals the unſearchzble riches of his 
grace; and commands his people to wait on them for 
teaching and enlightening in the way of lite; that they 
might know the path to glory, and be excited and ani- 2 
mated by the glorious manifeſto of heaven, to ſtrive to 
enter into glory, and by the terrors of the Lord to flee 


from the wrath to come. 


In the words before us we are ſhewn by Gon him- = 
£ ſelf, the duty and work of thoſe whom Goo hath cal- 


led to miniſter in ſacred things. 
And of thoſe to whom they are ſent,--- 


And the high and honorary character of thoſe, = 
are employed in the lacred and i important work of the 


miniſtry, _ 
Theſe Gop ſhews us are his ambaſſadors; p inen 


with a meſſage to a loſt world. They are the meſſen- 
gers of the Lord of boſts. : 
Their important duty, is to be farnithell with know- 


edge and underſtanding in the ſacred law, and in- 


ſtructions of him who ſends them as his meſſengers, 


that they may be thoroughly acquainted with the im- 


| portant, Buſineſs 1 that the Lord of hoſts intruſts them 


with. 


as an eſſential character, -apL lo teach. 


As God thus condeſcends to ſend his meſſzngers, 
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They muſt alſo be endued with oifts and capacities | 
to diſperſe knowledge, or we may know they are not 
the ambaſſador's of the Lord ; for this he hath given 
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6 An Ordination Sermon. 
ſent ſhould attend at their mouths, for ſacred inſtrucgi. 
ons of infinite importance to their immortal ſouls: they 
muſt watch at wiſdom's gates, and wait at the poſts 
of her doors, to hear all things whatſoever the meſſen- 
gers of the Lord of hoſts are commiſſioned to pablith, 
even all the words of this law. 
Ambaſſadors from princes and ſtates, are ſent on 


buſineſs of no ſmall and trifling concerns: ſo the 


ambaſſadors that are commiſſioned from the King of 
Kings and Lord of Hoſts, and ſent to this fallen 
world, they are ſent on no trifling concern: but the 


meſſage contains matters of the laſt importance, and 


ol infinite and eternal conſquence to this lower world, 


Which moſt nearly concern the honour and glory of 


the King of Heaven. It therefore requires the great- 


eſt attention and ſtudy of meſſengers to diſcharge 


with wiſdom and fidelity, their important meſſage, as 


well as thoſe to whom they are ſent, with the utmoſt _ 


care to take heed how they entertain that meſſage, 


which ſo nearly concerns the honor and glory of the 


g, and their own eternal welfare. 


ſupreme King, 


The meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts are ſent with | 


a commiſſion to publiſh the everlaſting goſpel, and to 
Preach the unſearchable riches of Chriſt : to inform 
a ſinful, guilty, rebel world, that God is now on a 
mercy ſeat : that now there is an accepted time and 
day of grace: that God is waiting to be gracious, 


giving them opportunity to come and make peace 


with God by faith in the glorious Redeemer. 


They are commiſſioned to ſhew unto the loſt world 


the infinite bowels of compaſſion that hath ſpared the 


only begotten, who is the brightneſs of glory, out of his 
boſom, to redeem them from the curſe and condem- 


nation of his broken law. 
They are authoriſed to teſtify that God hath thus 


laid help on one mighty, able to ſave to the uttermoſt, 


and therefore to aſſure even the greateſt- ſinner that 
there 1s forgiveneſs with God, and that he is ready to 
pardon the greateſt rebel in his Kingdom, who in time 


will accept of the offered mercy thro? faith in him, 


who thro” the eternal * offered himſelf a ſpotleſs 


ſacrifice for ſin, They 


An Ordination Sermon. 


T hey are ſent to diſcover the Lord Jeſus in his di- 
vine and human nature; the great myſtery of godli- 
neſs, God manifeſt in the feb, and the Lamb of God that 


Taketh away the ſin of the world. 


They are to ſet forth a crucified Saviour l fted up 
on the croſs, that all might be drawn to him; that 
, ſoul-wounded, ſin- ſick, and diſtreſſed ſouls might look | 
unto him and be healed, as Iſrael looked to the bra- 


zꝗen ſerpent. 


They are bound to diſcover to the ſoul 000 
of ſin and guilt, and overwhelmed with a ſight and 


ſenſe of its miſery; how that God can be juſt and the 


Juſtiſier of him that zelievetb in Jeſus, who was wounded 


for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities ; and 


that by his obedience unto death, he hath brought in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs. That by him all that believe 

| ſhall be juſtified from all things, from which they could not 
be juſtified by the law of beſtial ſacrifices. And that 
_ God in the goſpel bath ſet forth bis Son to be a propiti- 


ation, thro faith in his blood to declare his righteouſneſs, 


that he mew be Ju and Une Jer of bim that pelicverh 
in Feſus. ® 


They are ſent to diſcover i in the moſt ſtriking n man- 


mer unto a miſerable world, he glory, honor, immortali- 
ty and eternal life that Chriſt hath purchaſed, and is 
gone into the heavenly world to prepare for the re- 
ception of every ſoul that ſhall accept of the offered 


mercy. 
They are to labour to reclaim inner from the error 


of their ways, to turn them from darkneſs to light, and 


from the power of fin and ſatan unto God + : And be- 
leech and intreat ſuch as are unreconciled, to be re- 


conciled to God and accept of ene life, as offered 2 


in the goſpel. 


We then are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as tho Ged did 


beſeech by us; we pray you in Cxriſts ſiead, be qe recon- 
ciled to God. | 


And leaſt the glorious things diſcovered in the goſ pel 
ſhould not attract the ſinner; but he ſhould ſtill be ſwal- 
lowed up with the PESO: vain n allurements that inchant 
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the dark ned mind; the meſſengers of the Lord of 
| Hoſts are to diſcover the awful terrors of the Lord, 
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and thereby perſuade ſinners, * that if poſſible (by 


theſe conſiderations) the ſtupid ſoul aut be awa- 


kened, terrified, and cry out, Vat ſhall J do to be 


ſaved : ? and ſtired up to flee from the wrath to come. 


They muſt from time to time, as it were, lead ſin- 


ners to take an awakening view of the {criprure repre- 
ſentation of the miſeries of the damned; ſhew them 
their original corruption, and practical abominations; 3 
that by nature and practice they are children of wrat!? 


and labour, if poſlible, to fix on their minds a ſerious 


cConſideration of the. irrevocable decree of heaven, that 


unleſs they repent they hall periſh. That unleſs they 


believe on- him whom God hath ſent, they ſhall be 
damned. Theſe things they muſt do, and at the ſame 
time realize, that unlefs the divine Spirit ſeal their in- 
ſtructions, che planting of a Paul, and watering of an 


Apollos will be to no ſaving effect. 


to ſhew, that God hath appointed a day of ſtrict and 
awful jndgment, and conſtituted Chriſt the judge Þ ; 
before whom every knee ſhall bow ; at whoſe 47705 


bar all nations ſhall ſtand, and ſmall and great receive 
with the utmoſt impartiality according to their works. 


This is but a brief ſummary of the meſſage, that 


the meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts are intruſted with. 


A meſſage of infinite love and compaſſion, as well 


as of ſolemn awakening, to a periſhing world. A 


meſſage committed to men that is worthy of angels, 


which they would have exulted to have been the am- 
baſſadors of, 


With what rapture were the angelic hoſt filled, who 


had the honor to attend the angel that publiſhed the 
Saviour's birth ! They praiſe God in an exalted an- 


them, ſaying, Glory to God in the pigheſt, 61d on earth 


PEACE, good will towards MEN. 


This meſſage intruſted with men is truly oreat and 
glorious ; and arduous is the employment of the meſ- 
ſengers of the Lord. And duly to diſcharge this 


great 
* 2 Cor. 5. 11. f Ads 10. 42. + Luk. 2. 13, 14. 


Further, the meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts are 


who 
| the 
an- 
earth 


t and 
.me(- 
> this 
great 


An Ordination Sermon. 5 
pfcat a and! important embaſſy, their prime and ſpecial 


work, is tritically to ſearch and ſtudy the inſtructions 


of the Lord of Hoſts to his meſſengers, and to trea- 
ſure” up in their minds a ſtore of ſacred and divine 


knowledge, that their lips might keep it and be able. 


to diſperſe it to thoſe to whom ry are ſent; 8 
publiſh the whole counſel of God. 


An ambaſſador from an earthly court, muſt cfiti- 


cally ſearch and underſtand his inſtructions, to know 
What he may negotiate, and may go no further at his 


il. 


"I like manner the prime and important duty of 
the meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts is, critically and 


carefully to ſearch their inſtructions from the court of 


heaven and thereby furniſh themſelves with heavenly 


and divine knowledge, and have the word of God 
"dwell in them richly, which is a pure and perfe? rule, 
given by inſpiration, and profitable for docirine, for reproaf,, 
for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs : That the 
| - meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts may be perfet?, boo 5 
furniſhed unto all good works. * 
| Herein therefore ſhould the Lord's meſſengets me- 
ditate day and night, that they might be perfect and 
underſtand their commiſſion ; for if they go contrary 
For it they declare 


thereto, they do it at their peril. 
any other law, any other goſpel than what is in their in- 
ſtructions, ſays the inſpired apoſtle, let him be accurſed. + 
If there was more cloſe and careful attention to the 
facred oracles, more days and nights ſpent in ſearching 


them, and leſs ſtudying of ſuch as ſet up to lead away 2 
diſciples after them, by which minds are in danger of 


being led away with every wind of doctrine, would 


there not be leſs diviſions among the meſſengers of the 


Lord? and leſs danger of being ſuch as ſhould bring 


a curſe upon themſelves of going contrary to their 5 


inſtructions A 
; Chriſt directs not to men, hut to ſearch the ſcristuret , 


which only give the true and infallible teſtimony of 


"himſelf and his will. And by his ſpirit 1 in his pro- 
phet ſays, To the law and to the teſtimony if 60 ſpeak 
* -Þ 


* 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. + Gal. 1.9: 
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rot — 2 this word, it is becauſe there is 0 tight 
in them. * 

This word and he ſcriptures that Chriſt 4 to 
ſearch, is the old teſtament; for chen there Was. no- 
; thing pen'd of the new. © 
I They are therefore to ſtudy the law, the Pe IR how 
of grace, from the foundation diſcovery of the pro- 
miſed sxED, thro' the ceremonial diſpenſation of the 
goſpel, and the prophets, and pſalms, and eſpecially 

in the more clear diſcovery of the,, new-teſtament, 
which is as an expoſitory ſupplement to the goſpel 
preached before in the od; in which. there is a glori- 
ous and clear light, thrown upon the life and immor- 
tality, that before was more darkly made manifeſt to 
the church of God. They ſhould therefore carefully 
adhere to the ſtudy of the ſacred oracles ; and not 
ſtudy men ſo as to bend their minds to comply with 
their principles; tho? they may be by many eſteemed 
2 Paul, or an Apollo, or a Cepbac. But they ſhould 
| bow their minds to the teachings of the great Prophet, 
whom we are commanded to hear. They ſhould 
ſearch it till they ſee and underſtand it, as a pure, per- 
3 fett and con/itent lat; perfectly harmonious, for. this 
it moſt ſurely z5.---The law of the Lord is perfect. 
The ſpirits of the prophets. are ſubjer? to the - prophets + 
and the ſpirit of Chriſt in one prophet, is conſiſtent 
with the ſame ſpirit in another, thro* the prophetic 
revelations and doctrines; therefore if by their nar- 
row minds they have not as yet attained, to underſtand 
the words of the wiſe and their DARK SAYINGS, I and 
the deep things of God ſo as to be conſiſtent with what 
is clearly 1 9 they ought to ſuſpend their judg- 
ment, and wait on God for tlie diſcovery of the truth 
ſo far as is requiſite for their duty, and conſiſtent with 
his wiſe counſel. Whatſoever doctrines any deliver, 
however popular, if their inſtructions and conſequen- 
ces are counter to the clear and plain doftrines of inſpi- 
ration; they may know they are built not on Chriſt 
and his word, 253 the heated and darkened itnagi nations 
of human minds Whatever light and _— 
authors 


— Iſa. 8. 20. 1 Cor, 14. 32. 1 Prov. 1. 6 8 


* 


and others thro* an ambition of diſcovering ſomething 
new, from the dark and myſterious places of ſerip- 


ture. which are reſerved for the clear intelligence of fu- 
ture ages of the church : as many places of ſacred 
writ are now made plain, which were in ages paſt, 
dark and unſearchable, even by the Prophets them. 


ſelves that revealed them.* 


Thoſe places that yet remain dark, and matters too ; 
high for them; they do not as David, refrain from 


exerciſing themſelves in, Pſal. 131. 1. but rack their 
inventions till they form a diſcovery of their own ima- 


ginations; and elate with a new fancied diſcovery, 
they will torture the plaineſt {criptures, to make them 
confeſs their ſentiments ; or reject as luperannuated 


thoſe that manifeſtly would overthrow their plan. 


And as the meſſengers of the Lord are thus to 
ſearch the ſcriptures : ſo alſo they are to give them- 
ſelves to prayer. They ſhould be much in prayer to 
God that hath commiſſioned them; that he would 
open their underſtandings to underſtand the {criptures : 
That he would grant them to be filled with the know-_ 
| ledge of his will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtand- 
mg +: And thus become burning and mining lights, 
in the midſt of the golden candleſticks ; and preſerve 
them from errors and keep them ſound in the faith. 
That he would enable them to chooſe out acceptable 
words, and hold forth the word of truth; and be able 
by tound doctrine, to guide the flock, convince gainſayers, 
enlighten the enquiring, warn the obſtinate, comfort mourn- 


ers, and give to every one a portion in due ſeaſon. _ 
Alſo that they might be endued with divine forti- 
tude, to go forth in an evil world, in their great Maſ- 


ter's ſervice, tho* among wolves, and to ſpeak boldly 
as they ought to ſpeak ; and be faithful to God and 
fouls, and not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt. 


And as they are ſent with a meſſage to perithing 


ſouls ; ſo they muſt be much in prayer for them; 


and as Aaron, bear them upon their hearts before God. 
Their hearts deſire and ye ſhould be, that they 


night be ſaved. r ee 


— i Pet, 1. 10% 1, 12, + Col, 1,9. 
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authors may boaſt of. Multitudes delude themſelves 
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They ſhould pray for thoſe who have no heart to 
pray for themſelves : For light to thoſe in darkneſs, 


and comfort to thoſe that mourn in Zion. That the 


feeble might be ftrengthned with might by the ſpirit in the 


inner man. That blind eyes might. be opened, deaf 
ears unſtoped. And look to God that their la- 


bour for them might be ſucceſsful thro' the divine 
blefling : conſidering they may plant and water, but 
the fruit muſt be from God. 


Their work alſo is oublicly to declare their meſ- 


Tape ; to publiſh the whole counſel of God, and to 
keep back nothing that may be profitable to the ſoul; 
to whom they are ſent. Their charge from the Lord 
2 of Hofts is, Go, ſtand and [peak in the temple, to the peo 


ple all the word; of this life. * Their lips are to keep 
knowledge, but not to themſelves ; they are to diſperle 


| 1t, and their mouths muſt be opened in the cauſe of 
Chriſt and not ſhut. 


They muſt ſhew their people their he and mi. 
ſery, ah the way of recovery. Muſt preach Chrift 


and him crucified, and labour to bring them to /e: 


Feſus. He muſt be the ſum of their knowledge, and 


the ſubſtance of their teachings, even Cor iſt evidently fel 


Joh crucified before their eyes. + 

They muſt warn the wicked; lift up their voices 
and-not ſpare to ſhew them their tranſgreſſion, and ſet 
before them their danger and miſery, and the need ot 
a divine change: of being born again, not of Blood, nor 
of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will. of man, but of God. 
And as they are to labour in doctrine, ſo allo in 
word, in private converſe and direction to the enquiring 
and diſtreſſed ſouls of their charge---Open their doors 
wh cheerfulneſs to receiye them, counſel, 0 


3 


3 \ 
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Ass the great Head of the church hath appointed 


the ſacred ordinances of the new teſtament, baptiſm 


and the Lord's ſupper : ſo he hath ſhewn us that it 
is their duty to adminiſter thoſe ſeals of the new teſ- 
They are to admit the infant ſeed of his people who 
are in covenant with him, and duly adhere thereto. 
Hereby they are to admit them into the family of 
heaven, and members of Chriſt's viſible body the 
church; for thoſe that are baptized into Chriſt have put 
en Chriſt. * It is at their peril therefore, if they refuſe 
the ſeed of his covenant people, the ſeal of his cove- 
-pant, and caſt them out of the inheritance of the Lord, 
and diſinherit them from the promi/e that belongs to 
all whom the Lord our God hath called. They are 
to teach the nature, end and defign of thoſe holy in- 
ſtitutions, and then the importance of a ſacred and 
ſolemn attendance thereupon. They are to viſit thole 
Z _ are on beds of ſickneſs, and pray with and for 
ROS y On 8 
And in that time when the eyes of mortals -are | 


more taken off from the vanities of time, and are 


looking into the eternal world, improve it to awaken 
thoſe who may have been ſecure, and concur with 
every breeze of the Holy Spirit upon their ſouls, 
to excite them to ſee the yanity of the world, the 
worth of their ſouls, and to engage in newneſs of life. 
They are to ſupport the faith of the true chriſtian 


by counſels, by ſhewing them the gracious promiſes 


of the goſpel, the faithfulneſs of God, the ſure cove- 


nant of grace ſealed with the blood of Chriſt, and the 


unchangeableneſs of his love to thoſe to whom he hath 
given to believe on his Son. Hereby to aſſiſt the dy- 

ing chriſtian to commit his departing ſoul into the 
hands of the great Redeemer, with an humble aſſu- 
rance that He to whom he commits his ſoul, is able to 
keep and will keep that which he commits to him againſt 
And as they are to feed the ſheep of Chriſt's flock ; 
ſo alſo: they are to take a tender care of the lambs 


E Gal. 3. 27, + 2 Tim. 1. 12 
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thereof, and like the good ſhepherd carry them as in 


their arms, teaching them the firſt principles of the 


| oracles of God, adapt their expoſitions of the law of 
pee: to their tender years, that they may grow in 
knowledge and in favour with God and men: that 

hereby having an early foundation laid in their minds, 


they may be 1 from errors in riper Jeu: 
Prov. 24. 6. 


They are als to ſee to it, Alien the ficted diſcipline 

of Chriſt's kingdom 1s duly maintained and preſerved. 
The unclean removed; the unruly and heretical admo- 
niſbed, counſelled and warned by divine rules. The peni- 
tent and humble reſtored; that the church may become 
terrible as an army with banners: preſerved and kept 
pure, to be E as a chaſt «oc to the gone 


Bridegroom 


Theſe things the me2fſenger's f the Logp of hoſts are 
to perform with /implicity, ſincerity and truth, and thus 
to fulfil their embaſſage, with a ſingle eye to the glo- 
ry of Gop and the Redeemer, and the ſalvation of 
thoſe to whom they are ſent. They muſt thus diſ- 
charge their work as it is the command of the Loxp 
of hoſts, and as they themſelves muſt ſoon be called 
home from their embaſſy. They muſt die as well as 
others, and give up an account of their betruſtment 
and fidelity to Gop and thoſe to whom they are ſent, 
and muſt ſtand on a par with the reſt of mankind, to 
have ſtrict juſtice take place. 


Theſe things the apoſtle improves, to animate his 


ſon Timothy, to a faithful diſcharge of his meſſage, 
ſaying, Icbarge thee before God, and the Lord JeſusChriſt, 
tb ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, 


and bis kingdom. Preach the word, be inflant in ſeaſon, 


out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exbort with all . Zuber. 
ng and dolirine. 


They muſt diſcharge th their meſſage with kdeliry „that 


they may have inward peace and comfort; and be able 
with ſatisfaction to reflect on the ſolemn thought of ſoon 
being recalled, to give up their account. What peace 
ban a meſſenger of the Loxp of hoſts enjoy, whole 


ſoul 


whom he ſends them. 


42 #4 
Br 
: 2 + 


An Ordination Sermon. 1 5 
foul is conſcious.of being unfaithful ?---But with what 
Joy and comfort, can a faithful meſſenger refle& upon 
his ſoon returning to render his account, if he has the 


teſtimony of his conſcience, that he hath faithfully 
diſcharged his meſſage from the Logo !- 


How can he 
then with the apoſtle look to the crown of reward, who 


aid, I am nom ready to be offered, and the time of my de- 


parture is at band. ] have fought a good fight, I have 


finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there 


is laid up for me a crown-of righteouſneſs, <vbich the Lord T 


the righteous Judge ſhall give at that day !' | 


And as this is the great and important work and 


| duty lying on the, meſſepgers of the Logp of hots ; 
ſo there are important duties lying upon thoſe to whom 
they are ſent, relative to Gop and his meſſengers. 


They are bound to receive with the greateſt thank- 


fulneſs and gratitude the meſſengers of the Lonp; and 


adore his infinite /ove, geodneſs and compaſſi ion, in dev 1 


ing the . glorious way of reconciliation : ſparing. his 
Son out 25 his boſom, and ſending bis meſſengers to 


Publiſh the glad-tidings of peace by Jeſus. And to 


adore. his goodneſs who, is pleaſed to confer gifts and 


graces on men; to qualify them for the great and im- 
portant work aſſigned benen and hath gage to be 
— cr 3 


And it is the important duty of thoſe to whom 


| - 85 are ſent, tb attend upon a preached goſpel, Di- 


_ ligently to attend to the law diſpenſed, to hear what 


the Lord ſhall ſpeak unto his people. ---They are pub- 
lickly to aſſemble in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, but eſ- 
pecially upon the day of ſacred reſt, and preſent them- 
lelves, as Cornelius and thoſe with him, with a ſenſe 
of the Divine Preſence and inſpection. We are 
all bere preſent before God, to hear all things whatſoever 
are commanded thee of God. d They ſhould alſo ſeri- 
ouſly conſider, in what light the Lord looks upon 
his meſſengers, in their performing their miniſtra- 
tions; and their reception, or rejection by thoſe to 
That they are perſonating 
Chriſt, are ambaſſadors from Gon in his ſtead : and 
that thoſe that hear them hear him; and that thoſe 


that 


+ z Tim, 4. 6, 7, 8. $ As 10. 33. 
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An Ordination Sermon. 
neglect and deſpiſe the law from their mouths, 


publiſh.” He that heareth you, dec. He that de piſetb 


Jou, &c. + They ſhould conſider therefore, that it 
will be more tolerable in the day of judgment for 80. 


dom and Gomorab, than for thoſe has deſpiſe the ten- 


ders of the goſpel from his faithful meſſengers. The 
people are not only to ſeek the law at tlleir mouth 
In public adminiſtrations ;.' but ?pply® thereto for 
private direction and enlightening i in their doubts and 
darkneſs, to be aſſiſted againſt the ſnares and tempta- 
Tions of the devil, which are ordinarily many and diſ- 
treſſing to the foul, that is awaking out of ſpiritual 
Deep, and dethinking himſelf of returning to Chriſt. 
How, have many, often found more light and/inſtruc- 
tion by a few hours of thus/ſeeking knowledge, than 
is Months r years publicly attending: as then, they 
DD particularly lay open their troubles, and the meſſenger 
_ whoſe lips keep knowledge, ſhall know how to ſpeak. a 
old: n ah. to "ep Tus is 4 pf 2 Is. leg 4 
= plication, - hy, 


chem very Tight in love for their ern fake; 3 20 


Bedutiful in their eyes, ſhould be the feet - of thoſe that 


: Preach the goſpel and bring glad lidings of ſalvation 9. 


They muſt be careful of receiving flanders' and 
accufatiofis 8 8 them; leſt prejudices or any root 
pring up which ſhall darken their eyes, 

and deafen their ears to their meſſage ; and give ſatan 
ower to ſteal away the moſt pure wheat of the goſpel, 


: and make them a ſavor of death inſtead of life. 


Paul could not profit where prejudice ruled, and 
ke tient was not ſuffered to miniſter there, Acts 
18, 19, 20, 21. 
* hey are to ſubmit to their in e OF" has. 
nitions with calmneſs, in their exerciſing the rule that 
is committed to n ſays che apoſtle, nes them that 


' bave 
4 Talks 10. 16, la. 50. 4: Rom. 12. 155 


44, 
-*s 
Wn 


An Ordination Grinder 44 
babe the rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves ; for they 


watch for your ſouls &, not for your haltings. 


Further, they are to be much in prayer ro Gop for 
his meſſengers, and bear them upon their hearts before 


_ Gop, For their work is great and weighty, their ſnares | 


and temptations many, to divert them from a faithful 
and courageous diſcharge of their betruſtments ; and they 
are but men. They ſhould look to Gop, that he would 


abundantly furniſh them with miniſterial gifts and : 


graces. With zeal, not heated, but according. to knows 


ledge, that they may ſpeak boldly as they ought to ſpeak; _ 
that they may be filled with a ſenſe of the greatneſs ot 


their work, the worth of ſouls, and faithfully diſcharge 


their meſſage, that they may ſave themſelves and thoſe 


that hear them. Alſo that they might be kept from 
errors, and come forth to them in the ut. neſs of the 


545 ing of the goſpel of peace. 
Finally, as it is the duty of the meſſengers of che = 


Lord of Hoſts, to devote and conſecrate themſelves to 


their ſervice to whom they are ſent, and to feed them 
with ſpiritual bread ; ſofalfo it is the ſpecial duty of 
thoſe to whom they are ſent, to take a kind, tender and 


| ſufficient care of them, as to their temporal ſubliſtence ; 


that they may give themſelves wholly to their work; 
and not be taken up and diverted from it by cares, 
to provide for themſelves and theirs, or deny the fait 
and be worſe than infidels * 

It is the ordinance of him that ends them; hat they 
that preach the goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel The 
apoſtle therefore directs that thoſe that are taught in 
the word , ſhould communicate to him that teach:th, in eve- 
ry good thing.” + Thoſe therefore to whom Gov ſends 
his mellengers ſhould lock on their ſupport as the of- 
fering of the Lon, and obligated not from man, bur 
from the LorD of hoſts ; and therefore with all cheer- X 
fulneſs contribute, to the comfortable and bon ourable 
ſupport of his meſſengers; that they may give them- 
ſelves wholly to their ſacred employment that their 
profiting may appear to all men: and themſelves reap 
the happy fruits of their painful labours for their ſouls. 
- Vits | C 5 I would 5 

$ Heb, 1, 17. * ria. 5 8, 1 x Cor. 9. 14. + Gal. 6. 6. 


18 An Ordination Sermon. 
I would now addreſs myſelf in few words, to my 
; F athers and Brethren in the miniltry; PEN * 
 REveREND SIRS, 1 - | 
1 have not the vanity to think of informing y your 
minds of any thing new, relative to your duty as meſ- 
ſengers of the Logp of Hoſts. But this brief, tho 
imperfect recognition, of our great work, and the i im- 
portance of it: and that it will redound to the eternal 
honour and welfare, or miſery and diſgrace of our- 
ſelves and thoſe that hear us, may thro* divine bleſ. 
fing ſerve a valuable end; even to excite and animate 
each of us, to ſee to it that we are found faithful to 
| Gop and ſouls, in the fulfilment of the glorious and 
important meſſage committed to our truſt. iS, 
A meſſage, wherein the honour of Gop, our own. 
honour and lory here and hereafter, and the eternal 
happineſs of hoſe to whom we are nk, is ſo nearly | 
concerned. 
May theſe reflections e excite each of us, with the 
. greateſt care and attention, to ſearch our inſtructions 
from the King of heaven q and make it our chief care 
to have our knowledge in divine» things, ſpring only 
from the perfett law f Goa, which 7s pure ent, n 
ee ; 
|  Mayour ideas of ſacred 5 be moulded thereby, 
and not fix on our minds any darling tenet; and then * 
to ſupport it, put the law to the rack to make it give ti 
| evidence. to our favorite maxims. « 01 
I!, is a day in which, if ever, the meſſengers of the 
Lord ſhould. ſearch the ſcriptures, and make them te 
and not the imperfect works of men) the foundation ch 
ot all their knowledge, and never reſt till they find a an 
perfect harmony, between the ſacred law and teftimony, Ml th 
from the firſt diſcoyery of the promiſed sxxD, to the. iſ 
cloſing icene ; wherein he ſaith, behold I come quickly; I {| 
to ther rejoicing of the apoſtle, who aniwers, Amen, even of 
fo come Lord Feſus. | far 
May we from this fountain of light furniſh cvebo ps || «+ 
more and more with divine knowledge, that we may Fa 
be able. to ſpeak A word | in ſeaſon to the. weary foul; I ef 
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An Ordination Sermon. 19 
and diſpenſe the true grace of God; and with jdeli/ 
to our great Lord and Maſter, «ſefulne/s to our re- 
ſpective charges, and comfort to our own fouls, fulfil 
our meſſage from the Lox of Hoſts, and have many = 
fouls for the crown of our rejoicing ; and finally be 
admitted to have an happy part among thoſe wisz, 
who ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and 
them that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the sr ARS for 
— ß ͤ nent, 
I turn myſelf now to him who is this day to be con- 
ſtituted a meſſenger of the Lox to this people. 
Dear Brother, both in the bonds of nature, and in 
the ſervice of our common Lord and Saviour: _ 
{| You are this day ſolemnly to be ſet apart as a meſſen- 
ger of the LORD of Hoſts, to this part of his flock, 
and fixed as a watchman upon this part of his Jeruſa- 
lem, and never to hold thy peace day nor night. Iſai. 62. 6. 
1 | Here providence appears to point out your work dur- 
ne ing your abode in this tranſitory world. Theſe, tbg/e 


6 


n are the ſouls to be ſolemnly committed to your charge. 
re O ſolemn thought! Thele are to ſeek the /aw at thy 
ly WW 224th : to whom you are daily to come forth, and ſtand 


ng in the temple, and ſpeak unto them all the words of this 
JW law of life, diſcovered in the unerring oracles of truth. 
The work is one of the greateſt in the world, and 
will have a ſpecial influence in the eternal world, fela- 
tive to yourſelf and thoſe to whom you are ſent, either 
of conſummate happineſs or the deepeſt miſery. @=_ 
Your work as it is great, ſo it is a work that is at- 
tended with peculiar difficulties in the faithful diſ- 
charge of it; which requires the wiſdom of tſie ſerpent 
and innocence of the dove. Difficulties which no- 
thing but experience will perfectly diſcover. And who 
is ſufficient for theſe things ? + Surely we are not of our- 
ſelves, and the ſtouteſt heart muſt ſhrink at the tho'rs 
of taking it upon himſelf, if he has a due ſenſe of the 
ſame. But bleſſed be the great Head of the Church, 
who hath all power, and in whom it hath pleaſed the 
Father that all fullneſs ſhould dwell; that he hath 
left his gracious declaration for the ſupport, and en- 
AIAN couragement 
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couragement of thoſe he calls to engage in this impar- 
tant work. Lo I am with you to the end of the world! 
Keep with Chriſt and he will keep with you, and if 

Chriſt is with us and for us, what ſhall be too hard 

My bearts deſire and proyer for you therefore (as well 
as for myſelf) is, that you may have much of his di- 
vine preſence with YOU. that you may be e and 
ſucceſsful. 

Undertake not in your own firength, but in the 
firengrh. of the Lokp of . 
And in order to perform your meſſage aright, ſee 
| ts it that your, lips are kurniſned with divine know- 
ledge. 

: Let the word of Chriſt dwell ! in you 9 that 
ou may be able to teach and admoniſh.---Meditate in 
8 th he ſacred oracles which are able to make the meſſenger 
. of the Lord, thoroughly furniſhed unto every good work. 
0 the law and to the teſtimony, if you would receiye 
ta light ; (and not to thoſe wandering ſtars that 
lead to darkneſs, excentric from the divine light) where- 
o we ſhall do well if we We heed, as to a light that 
Fo in a dark world. 
5 Eſpecially attend to the more Fo err of the 
| goſpel, that caſts a light on life and immortality, 
Fietein future and eternal things are ſet in the molt 
Fir and ftriking light. The vail on Moſes's fage 
aken of, and things appear in a ſtriking and dazling 
Tight. All the glories and terrors of the tremen- 
dous day of judgment are diſplayed to view. The 
Perſon before whom every knee ſhall bow); his glori- 
dus retinuve and ſpotleſs throne deſcribed, And the 
| Final iſſue of that great day, In the eternal happineſs of 
the 1 and the everlaſting miſery of the wicked, 
Futur? and eternal things are brought to knowledge, 
and almoſt to view. Heaven hath pen'd and {ent down 
io us the ſongs and praiſes of the angelic choir, Hes. 
ven is 578 5 and hell hath no covering. We are 
£ made almoſt to ſee the righteous in their glory, and the 
wicked in their miſery, We are made almoſt to hear 
| the Fallelijabs of the one, and the daleful wailings anl 
| lamentation 
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2 2 ex 4 


for their eternal ruin. 

| evatchman to the houſe of Iſrael: therefore 475 
bear the word at my mauth, and urn ben fro 
M ben I ſay uftto-the æuicked, O wicked man, thou 


An Ordination Sermon. 21 
Jamentations of the other; that till death draws the cur- 


tuin f eſp, we may not or for a clearer 1 of 
the eternal world. | 


Theſe diſcoveries, you are to pete in  kvely VIEWS, 


to make deep, and ſtriking impreſſions on the righte- 
ous, and the wicked: to excite each to flee from the 
wrath to come, and lay hold on eternal life; and be 


9 able with comfort to, Bock forward to the great day of 
audit, 


Your inftra&ions are, to „be a waichaian: to the | 
wicked, vile, unregenerale, as well as to the righteous. 
You are to call as in Gop's name to the wicked, that 


F are wandering from Gop and his law. Turn ye, turn 5 
Je from your evil ways; fer why will ye dis . * 


ou are to cry aloud and ſpare not: to lift up your 


yoice like a trumpet, and ſhew Gop's viſible people 


(to whom you are ſent) their tranſgreſſion and their ſins. 
You are to be faithful to warn the wicked or anſwer 


Son of Man, ] have ſet thee a 
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ſurely dib; if THOU DOS8T NOT SPEAK 70 warn the wicked : 


from his way, that wicked man SHALL DIE IN His IX i- 


ur; bat bis BLOOD will I kme AT THINE | 
HANp. 5 


Lou, as an e 22 of ton. 1n Chriſt's lead, 


are to warn them, and to beſeech thoſe that are unre- 


conciled, to be reconciled to Gop. || 
It is aſtoniſhing that any who have“ ever given the 


; lighteſt look on their inſtructions, ſhould imagine they 


Pave no ſpecial meſſage to the unregenerate. 


Hold thop up to their view, from time to time, the 
terrors of the Lord from his mouth: br: ing them as 


before the tremendous bar of Chriſt, and ew them, 


that there they uſt give an account for ſo much as 
every idle word. 


Lead them as it were to the pr ries > Nog to When « to 
the wailings of the priſoners of wrath , whilſt they are 


Priſoners of hope, that deſtruction from the Lord might 
„„ | TER , 3 1 


b Erkk. 33. 11. 5 Exck, 33. 7,8, 12 Cor. 3. 20. 


22 An Ordination Sermon. 
bea terror to them; and awaken them to cry out as 
of old, what ſhall we do; and direct to that blood of 
the covenant, by which the Priſoners wor be oy free. 
eech. 9. 4.4% 77 37 if 55 972. Or rt 19 ODER 
Deal tenderly with thoſe chat are pricked in their 
hearts, and trembling at the word. Reſolve their 
5 doubts, diſſipate their fears; aſſiſt them againſt the 
ga of the devil, whe will now var eint 
chem 
| Shew them that there i is an infinite fullneſ in Chriſt: | 
that he hath gold tryed in the fire, e. ſalve to give fight; 
white robes for their covering; reſt and eaſe for the 
weary, ftrength and power for the weak, and thoſe that 
have no might; bread of life for the hungry 3 ; wine that 
is drink indeed for the thirſting ſoul: and that there is a | 
glorious welcome to all theſe things; and that he that T Þ 
comes for them ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out. 
Thus as a ſpiritual labourer at the high-way to Zi. = © 
1 on, make ket places ſtrait, and the rough places ſmooth, W « 
fill 47-1 valley, and lay low every mountain and hill, | WM : 
tht ars in che wa of him that is ſetting out for | 
thi 7 P qren >. Gov with 
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1 2M "milk and with ſtrong meat, , according as they are able ic 
1 to bear; that they may be built up in their moſt holy f. 

FN faith, and arrive to the ſiature of perfect men in Chrift Je- f. 
2 ſus; and become ſtrong in the faith, giving glory to God, Wi :1 
2 — for the mercy of our Lord JeſusChriſ unto eternal life, 7} 

A i | Dear BROTHER, = 
i The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 2h 63 
4. ſpirit ; and may he give you ſenſibly to experience fir 
5 che comfort of his ſupporting word to his meſſengers, IM & 
i To, I om with you alway, even unto the end of the wworid. WU wi 
N I would now addreſs myſelf in few words to the 2 
2 aged Paſtor of this : Flock, ſag 
Nine Sm, e e mi 

You have for a long ſeries of years, been put in Wm; 

ruſt with the golpel merge to chis people 3, 3 $767 13 

bent : 


1 Ini. 40. 4 N | | 
17 The Rev. Mr. Fedidiah Mills, x was 8 fiſt 8 50 as the 
O ch of Chriſt in Kipton, who was ordained the 12th of Feb. 
5 17245 3 arrived to a good ole ages IF. in ide p7th you 


W 


| inſtirution. . - ena. 


An Ordination Sermon. 24 
until old age, and grey- headed, Gop hath not forſaken 


vou, who have I truſt, faithfully diſcovered his fal- 
vation to the generation that is now gone before you, 
and to thoſe their children who have riſen up in their 
father s ſtead. 
And many, I hope, and truſt thro” the divine bleſ. 
ing attending your labours, have receiv'd ſaving il- 


lumination in the knowledge of our Lord and Savi- 


our Jeſus Chriſt, and been ſavingly united to him. 


Many of your charge are gone before you into the 
eternal world, and I truſt, entered into the joys of 


| their Lord, there waiting to meet you ſhortly in glory 


who will de a part of your crown of rejoicing as Fon 
will theirs. And many we truſt, yet with us, who 
are bleſſing Gop for you, as their ſpiritual father, WhO 


have begotten them through the goſpel. 


And as your arduous work is too great for your 


: advanced years to bear alone; I rejoice with you, 


Sir, that your flock are willing to relieve you in it, 
and yet to feed you at che altar, according to divine 5 


It affords Wc 7% that the ee they Rahe mide; . 
is alſo your own with them, that you can with com- 
fort think of leaving them, not as ſheep without a 
ſhepherd; but with one you hope and truſt will feed 
them wich the Ancere milk 4 the Seſpel of truth, who ſeek 5 
the law-at his mouth.” 

May you yet live, 00 by your aged counſels and 
experience, be inſtead of eyes to them, and a rich bleſ— 
ſing to him, who in his tender years, is this day to be 
ſet with you over this people, who 1 hope and truſt 
vill not deſpiſe the counſel of the aged. | 

. May you now with comfort reflect on your embaf. 
ape, and ſeeing the time draws near, in which you | 
muſt return to him who hath betruſted you therewith ; 
ay my of able to lay with the apoſtte, The time of my 

5 departure 


4 his Dae 05 FR of bis r ; having been u laborious. 
and truly evangelical preacher of the goſpel. The ſucceſs of 
whoſe labours, 7e tbe prai/e of divine Grace, have been iemarka - 
dle in ſeveral revivals of religion among the people of his A 
well as more extenrely, by: occaſional preaching. abroad. 


24 An Ordination Sermon. 
departure is at hand, and I am now ready to be __ 
I have fought a good Abt; I bave finiſped- my courſe, I 
have kept the faith. | Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteouſneſs, which-God 
foal give me at that day. 5 
And when time ſhall be no more with you, may 
guardian angels attend your ſpirit to the realms of 
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Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; and meet with that happifying 


into the joy f thy Lord. 0. 

A Words in the next Pace to the church and people 
of Go, in this place. 7 V had 
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choice of one to be ſet over you in the Lord. That 
there are ud  devifi ons r you ; but that ye are perfeAtly 
| 12 ind, and in the ſame judg- 
. of. your. 


| ſhall be. 777000 you whilſt you, ell i in Jak. and alſo 
an omen: that Gop hath here much people for himſelf. 
Me rejoice that you haye maniteſted ſuch a wiſe 
and prudent.; zeal for the cauſe of Chriſt, and the peace 


Aaron is living; an Eleazar might be as it were cloth- 
ed with his robes; that. you. might not be left as ſheep 
without a ſhepherd, to wander. upon evalye den and 
Bill, and nane to ſtek after you. 50 107 
We rejoice to ſee your zeal, and ſuch a Millivaneſ' 
to contribute of car nal things, that you may be made 
partakers, ot ſpiritual. . Honorably to take care for 
him that is engaging in your ſervice, and by no means 
neglecting him who hath ſpent his days and ſtrength 
tor your fouls. May God beſtow on you a double 
portion of ſpiritual bleſſings. And I truſt brethren, 
it is an happy prefage, that there are many* bleſſings 


out upon you and yours. "Brethren, 
$ 2 Tim. 6. 8. * Mat. 25. 1 Cor. Is 16: „ Lack. 34 b. 


the mV Tuck 


bliſs.—. May you find an open entrance miniſtred to 
you, into the everlaſting. kingdom of our Lord and 


ſentenge, wwe/l doe oped and faithful meſſen ger, enter thou 


We rejoice with; you this day, i in 1 uncommon ; and 
happy unanimity of this church and ſociety, in the 


G A” oo 2 3 


and welfare of his kingdom among you; that whilſt 


for you, of the per Hrings, which TAP. be poured 
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Brethren, receive him whom the Lord hath ſent to 


85 ie - meſſenger af the LORD. of Hoſts. Look to 


him, that his lips may be more and more fur- 


niſhed. with divine knewledge ; that he may daily come 
| forth to you in the fullneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel of 
peace. | Brethren pray for him, Your conſtant, fer- 
vent prayers for him who have an intereſt at the throne 
of grace, will return into your own boſoms, and bring 
| down. blefings for yourſelves and your children. 
Wherefore if you love him, if you love yourſelves, if 
you love divine bleſſings which God beſtows by his 
meſſengers, pray. for him. Strengthen and encourage 
him in his work, Let nothing be wanting on your 
| part to make his work effectual and delightful. Re- 
ceive him in the Lord with gladneſs, and hold him in : 
| reputation for his work ſake. Seek the lam at his 
| mouth, Weaken not his hands by hard uſage, ground 
| leſs jealouſies and complaints; it will be unprofitable 
| for yourſelves, Eſteem him not your enemy when he 
| deals cloſely and faithfully with your ſouls. Remem- _ 
| ber he is but a man, tho? the meſſenger of the Logp of 
Hoſts : Therefore look not for angelic perfection, 
but remember he is ſubject to /ike paſſions with your- 
ſelves.x Let therefore your love continue to draw a 
vail over thoſe human frailties that are found even in 


the beſt of men, and make him not an offender for a word.F 
Finally brethren, as you are perfect, and undivided, 
watch againſt every root of bitterneſs ; and be ye ſtill 


perfeds; be of one mind; live in peace, and the God of 
love and peace ſhall be with you ; for there the LORD 
commands his bleſſing, even life forever more. | AMEN. 


A Charge 


Ad 14 15, 5 Ifai, 29. 21. || 2 Cor. 13 11. Plal, 133. 3. 
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- ACHARGE by. the Rev, 
Sͤtephen Fohnſon. 


D the laying on of the hands of the preſbytery, 
DD (after the pattern ſhewn us in the goſpel) we 
ordain you, DAvib EL x, a miniſter of Chriſt and paſtor 
of the flock of Chriſt in this place, and co-paſtor with 
the ſenior paſtor. And we ſolemnly charge you in the 
preſence of God, of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the elect 
angels, and this great congregation; take ſolemn 
heed to this ſacred miniſtry, to fulfil it and every part 
of it. Preach the word; be inſtant in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon ; teach, rebuke and exhort with all long- 
ſuffering and doctrine. Preach the pure word of 
Sd in it's ſimplicity - ſound doctrine which cannot 
be condemned, to put to ſilence the ignorance of fool. 
iſh men. Approve yourſelf a wiſe and faithful ſtew. 
ard of the manifold grace and myſteries of God, 
Preach the unſcarchable riches of Chriſt; and from 
warm affection to Chriſt and ſouls, recommend tht 
Saviour as worthy of all acceptation. Deliver the 
whole counſel of God; keep back nothing honorary 
to God, to the goſpel of Chriſt and profitable to ſouls. 
Adminifter the ſacraments. of the new-teſtament, bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's ſupper, to meet ſubjects, and in 
due ſeaſon. Adminiſter the cenſures of the goſpe! 
to the guilty ſubjects of them, with wiſdom and faith- 
Fulneſs; they that ſin before all, rebuke before all, 
that others may fear. Do all without partiality, in 
goſpel ſimplicity, without prefering one before ano- 
ther. Approve yourſelf a faithful watchman for ſouls, 
watching as one that muſt give an account at the bar 
of God; and if fouls are loſt through your neglect, 
their blood will be required of you: Therefore, give 
loud, ſcaſonable and ſolemn warning, whether they wil 
hear or forbear ; that if you cannot pluck the wicked 
_ as brands out of the burnings, you may happily ſave 
your own foul. Acquit yourſelf the faithful ſhepherd 
feed the flock of God over which you are made an 
| EEE AE rs OR gm r overſeer, 
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overſeer, according to the inſtructions of the Holy 


Ghoſt, Feed Chriſt's ſheep, feed his lambs. Be vi- 
gilant and careful to give to every one their portion in 


due ſeaſon, As a ſcribe fitly inſtructed in the king- 


dom of God, bring out of your treaſures things 
new and old, for the inſtruction, entertainment and 


edification of your hearers. Take heed to yourſelf 
that you be an example to the flock ; an example in 


faith, ſpirit, piety, purity and charity---of all the gra- 
| ces of that divine and heavenly religion which you 

preach, Live upon the all-ſufficient God and Savi- 
our whom you preach to others. Give yourſelf to 
reading, meditation and prayer, that your profiting 
may appear unto all. In fine, keep the ſacred depo- 
ſitum of the goſpel, the ſolemn charge, in purity and 


without rebuke : And as you are called to it, com- 


4 mit it with ſolemn care to faithtul men, who may be 
able to teach others allo, Approve yourſelf in all to 
God and the conſciences of men; a workman that 


needeth not to be aſhamed ; that by the grace of God 


you may fave yourſelf and them that hear you ; that 
ſo when the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, you may re- 
ceive a crown of lite and glory immarceſſible. 
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T heRicur-HanD of PELLOW- 
SHIP, given by the Rev. Eliſha 


© Rexfor, Paſtor of the Church 
of Chriſt in New- Stratford. 


IE Lord Jeſua Chriſt, the great King and Head 
5 of the Chruch, from the great love and regard 
which he has for his church, hath been graciouſly 
pleaſed to inſtitute the miniſtry of reconciliation, to be 
committed unto men. Accordingly, when he aſcend- 
| ed up on high, he gave gifts, ſuch as paſtors and 
teachers, for the perfecting of the ſaints, for the Work Ml © 
of the miniſtry, for the edifying of his miſtical body, Ii - 
the church. So that now, in every view, eſpecially | 
of the honour of God and the good of ſouls, it ap- 
pears of yaſt concern, that a ſpirit of love and friend- 
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ſhip be cultivated and maintained among the miniſters 
of Chriſt. Whereby, according to the genius of the 
goſpel, we might encourage each others hearts and 
ſtrengthen each others hands, to a chearful, faithful 
diſcharge of the ſeveral difficult and important duties 
of our betruſtment. And this is frequently urged 
and enforced upon us in the ſacred writings : Yea, 
doubtleſs, this was the very thing deſigned in the an- 
cient, ſcripture practice of giving the Tight Hand of 
_ Fellowſhip. A practice, in its nature of friendly im- 
port; a practice moſt beautiful and commendable 
among the miniſters of the friendly Jeſus, on ſuch 
ſolemn, joyful occaſions as this. Ara ſeeing you have 
been regularly called and introduced into the fteward- 
ſhip of the goſpel miniſtry in this place : I therefore, 
in the name, and by the appointment of the council 
concerned in tranſacting the ſacred ſolemnities of this 
day, Rev'd and Dear Sir, do now give you this Right 
Hand, as a ſure pledge of our love, friendſhip and 
approbation, as a certain teſtimony of our fellowſhip 
= VIE Vith you, and readineſs to aid and aſſiſt you in every 
| : exigence. 
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exigence, 1 the ſame in return from you. 


We likewiſe with one voice, bid you a cordial wel- 
come, as a fellow labourer, into the vineyard of our 
common Lord; and particularly, we welcome you 
into the lars of this field, the incloſure of this 
church of Ohriſt: Where, with their worthy, aged 

paſtor, you are to ſpend and be ſpent, in publiſhing | 
the glad tidings of ſalvation through a dying Re- 
deemer. Yea brother, we wiſh you God-ſpeed:in this 
your arduous work; we wiſh you much of the Divine 


| Preſence and Bleſſing ; we with that you may ſee the, 
pleaſure of the Lord, in the converſion of ſouls, 


largely proſper in your hands; we wiſh you an abun- 


| dance of the good will of him who dwelt in the burn- 


Ing buſh. Tea, our hearts deſire and prayer to God 
is, that you may be long continued a burning and 
ſhining light in the candleſtick where you are now 


placed ; that you, and the church, and the people of 


your charge may dwell together in love and peace; 


and that the very God of love and peace may be and 


dwell with you. A M E N. 
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